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A.S. Hornby Dictionary Research Awards 2026: Application form

Instructions for submission
Complete this document and save it as a Word document or pdf.    
Email completed form to ashdra@hornby-trust.org.uk  by 24th  April 2026
Attach a letter of support from someone who is familiar with your work and with your proposed project. (If you are a student this should be from your supervisor). 

Your project must focus on English language learning and teaching and/or the development of English language lexicographical resources, and it must have clear practical benefits for learners of English. 

Title of your project
	



Priority areas
Please indicate below  which ASHDRA priority area(s) your project primarily addresses.  We will give priority to new lines of enquiry which cannot be pursued without ASHDRA funding.  
· Research into low-cost dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources to improve the learning and teaching of English in under-resourced classrooms in public education contexts 
· Research into how learners currently use dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources with a view to making recommendations to improve classroom practice
· Research geared to the development of teacher and/or learner training in the use of dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources to enhance English language learning
· Critical evaluation of available dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources with proposals and accompanying materials for improving their pedagogical effectiveness 
· Research into dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources developed for learners (both children and adults) who are living in English-speaking countries and for whom English is an additional language
· Research into dictionaries and/or other lexicographic resources which represent different varieties of English, including those used locally and/or for specific purposes
· Research geared to the development of lexicographic resources which go beyond the scope of conventional dictionaries and are of practical use for EL learners. 
· Other (please specify in box below) 
	





Principal Applicant / Researcher Information
	First Name:	
	

	Last Name:	
	

	Job Title:	
	

	Institutional Affiliation:
	

	Address:	
	


	Telephone:
	

	Email:	
	



Name of individual or institution with whom any formal grant agreement would be made.
	





Names and Affiliations of ANY other researchers INVOLVED IN THE RESEARCH
	





Project summary  (250 words maximum)
Summaries of successful proposals will be made public. Please prepare your summary with this in mind.
	




Detailed proposal 
(Maximum 2,000 words long, including the following section headings)

Statement of research issue or problem  
List the aims of your research and explain why you think it is necessary.  Your project could be motivated by your practical experience and/or prior research projects that you have read about. If your research fits into any wider project, past, present or future, give details of this project. 

Research Methodology  
Give details of how your research will be conducted, where, who the participants will be, and how the data will be analyzed. 
If you have already done some piloting, or intend to do some, please use this section to describe it. 

Potential Impact 
Provide a statement of likely implications for the practice of language teaching (and also, where relevant, for theory and/or policy). Specify the learners of English who would benefit from your research, and any other potential beneficiaries. 

Roles
Explain the role and expertise of researchers, including partners, advisors etc.  Include any international partners.

Timetable
Provide a timetable, divided into months and showing when the project will start and end. Make sure that your project is achievable within the stated timeframe, with the amount of funding you are requesting.

Ethics
Explain how research ethics will be upheld
Please note that successful applicants will be required to show that that they are following good practice in maintaining research ethics.  If your institution does not have a procedure for Ethical Approval, you may wish to refer to the BAAL good practice guidelines  
 
https://www.baal.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/BAAL-Good-Practice-Guidelines-2021.pdf

Short bibliography   (1page maximum – include this as an annex to the Detailed Proposal) 

Budget
This should provide: 
A clear statement of the amount requested. We will consider applications for any amount, however small, so do not request more funding than you really need to undertake your project. 
Clear itemized costs (for example transportation, communication, supplies, participant rewards) amounting to total requested. Be as specific as possible, include rationale of why the item is necessary, and how the amount has been calculated. All costs to be shown in Pounds Sterling. The scheme will not fund items of equipment which institutions would normally be expected to possess (for example, computing equipment including laptops), nor will it fund conference or seminar attendance to disseminate findings unless specifically invited to do so by the ASHDRA Panel.  ASHDRA will not fund airfares in any class above Economy. 
A statement about other funding received or applied for in connection with this project, and any contribution from your institution or any other institution.  Detail the amounts received and/or applied for. 

Please note that ASHDRA funding is not intended to provide Full Economic Costing (FEC) for the institution. 
 
CV (maximum 2 pages) for each researcher 
Please use the C.V. template provided on the website and send it as an e-mail attachment to accompany your application. 

PLEASE INDICATE (BRIEFLY) IN THE BOX BELOW HOW YOU FOUND OUT ABOUT THE ashdra AWARDS SCHEME 2025
 (e.g., EMAIL LIST (please say which); social media (please say which – e.g. facebook, linkedin…) ; at a conference etc.)

	





Please send this form with accompanying documents by 24th April 2026 to ashdra@hornby-trust.org.uk
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